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TaE rnEE METaOlltST caunCH.
HELD AT ALLEGANY, N. Y., SEPT. 27, 1866.
THE GENESEE CONFERENCE of the Free Methodist Church
-held its seventh annual session at Allegany, Cattaraugus
Co., N. Y., commencing on Thursday morning, September
27th, and closing on Monday, October 1st, 1866.
In the absence of the Superintendent, the Conference p'J.·o­
ceeded to elect a temporary president, The ballot resulted
in the election of Rev. Henry Hornsby. After devotional
exercises, the Conference balloted fora Secretary. Rev. A.
A. Phelps was elected. P. H. Curtis was elected Assistant
Secretary,
The roll was called, and nearly all the preachers responded
to their names.
The delegates presented their certificates, and the Confer­
ence was duly organized.




On Public W01'sldp-James Mathews; J. B. Freeland.
Missionary-C. D. Brooks, S. H. Lowe, O. O. Bacon,
Loren Hill, Thomas Chappel, G. C. Sheldon.
On Olaims-A. F. Curry, Wm. Manning, N. A. Bennett.
On Sunday Selwols----Wm. Manning, A. a, Greene, Henry
Pulis.
On Publication-Levi Wood, Asa Abell, G. W. Coleman,
C. H. Clement, W. H. DoyIe, John Wilson.
To Publish the Minutes-A. A. Phelps, P. H. Curtis.
To Oollect Funds for the same-G. VV. Marcellus, Loren
Hill.
On the State of the Country-Levi Wood, S. H. Lowe,
A. F. Curry,
On Temperance-J. W. Reddy, A. A. Phelps, Loren Hill.
---0---
PISCIPLlNAR'¥] QUESTIONS.
1. What are the names of the Preachers and Delegates
having a seat in this Conference �
Preachers-« B.. T. Roberts, .Asa Abell, Levi Wood, J. W.
Reddy 'A. ,F. Curry, J. C. Thomas, E. Herrick, A. G. Terry,
,C. D. Brooks, Henry Hornsby, A. A. Phelps, J. B. Freeland,
James Mathews, Wm. Jones, G. W. Humphrey, A. H.
Greene, O. O. Bacon, G. W. Marcellus, William Manning, F.
J. Ewell, Wm. Jackson, S. H. Lowe, James McAlpine, G.
W. Coleman, M. E. Brown, 1. C. White, A. B. Mathewson,
P. Butterfield, Robert Abell, Alvin Paige, Wm. Cusick,
George Slack.
J)elegates-N. H. Brown, JohnWilson, C. H. Clement, P.
H. Curtis, Bailey Burritt, Henry Pulis, Mark N. Velzy, G.
C. Sheldon, Loren Hill, Thomas Chappel, John Sherwood,
Robert Carr, S. B. Lane, A. Morse, C. R. Reynolds, Titus
Roberts, Lewis E. Chase, David Bailey, Dewey Teft, G. W.
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Holmes, N... A.. Bennett, C,¥IUS Spe.r.r.y, Hiram Porter, W.
H. :QQ,yle.*
2. Who are the Stationing Committee 1
Rev. B. T. Roberts, Rev. Asa Abell, Rev. J. W. Reddy,.
Rev. Levi Wood, B-ailey Burritt, Mark N. Velzy, Titus
Roberts.
3. What preachers are admitted on trial 1
Thomas CattQ_1J...LM.clrille Burritt;
4. Who remains on trial �
Robert AbelL
5. Who are admitted into full connection �
M. E. Brown, I. C; White, A. B. Matthewson, James Mc­
Alpine.
6. Who are the Deacons 1
S. H. Lowe, G. W. Coleman, M. E. Brown.] J. C. White,t
James McAlpine,t A. B. Mathewson.]
7. Who have been elected and ordained Elders this year I
F. J. Ewell, William Jackson.
8. Who have located this year 1
A. B. Mathewson.
9. Who are the superannuated preachers 1
J. B. Freeland.
10. Who have been expelled from the Connection this
year 1
None.
11. Who have withdrawn from the Connection this year 1
None.
12. Are all the preachers blameless in life and conver-
sation 1
Their names were called and their characters examined.
13. Who have died this year I
None.
* Excused on Friday. John Robinson took his place.
t Ordained this year.
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14. What is the number of church members etc.I
CHARGES.
Buffalo, 7119 90
Albion, 20010 210 2
Gowanda, 81 24 105 3
Kendall, 88 17 105
West Falls, 24 0 24
Parma & Chili, 210137 247 3Akron & Alden, 88116 104 2Lockport, 49119
68 1
Allegany, 80 0 80
Sweden &Brockport, 53130 83 1Lyndonville, 73,22 95 3
Rochester, 451 0 45Belmont, &c., 32 1 33 1
Java, 841 9 93 2East .Otto, 28 0 28 2 2 30
Asbury, &c., 881'19 107
2 2 40
Cary, 39 2 41 111
40
Gainesville, 18 14 32 1 26
Rushford, 79110 89 2 2 46
Perry, &c., 105:20125 3', 2Pekin & Tonawanda, 41: 11 52 2 1 25
Porter, 82,15 97' 1] 2J
50
Eldred, I 191 8 271Wales. I 62 3 65 2 40,
1 84 $22.58 $ $500 $7,000
31187 25.75 12.08 475 10,000
1 50 16.04 17.56 425 6,000
1 60 35.00 25.00 435 300
1 25 160 1,000
3 355 40.09 35.47 981 6,600
2 50 5.00 5.00 450 1,200
1 45 5.00 5.00 400 600
3 75 10.00 350 450
1105 7.00 8.05 600 1,200
1 25 12.331 12.33 500 800
1 45

















15. What amounts are necessary for the superannuated
preachers, and the widows and orphans of preachers, and to
make up the deficiency of those who have not obtained
their regular allowance 011 the circuits �
$498, to meet the claims of J.E. Freeland and Maria Stiles.
16. What has been collected on the foregoing accounts,
and how has it been applied 1
$187.23 collected. $141.72 paid to Maria Stiles; $45.51
paid to J. B. Freeland.
17. Where are the preachers stationed this year?
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GENESEE DISTRICT-AsA ABELl" Chairman.
P. O. North Bergen, N. Y.
Rochester, _
Parma, Chili, and }Clarkson,
Sweden and Brockpont, C. D. BROOKS.
Albion, JAMES MATHEWS.
Kendall, a.W. MARCELLUS.
Yates and Carlton, "\YlIf..JONES.
Cary and Shelby, W1\I. JACKSON'.
German Mission, J. C. TROllIAS.
BUFFALO DISTmCT-A. F. CURRY, Chairman,
To DE SUPPLIED�
S: H.LoWE!r: C. WHITE. ROBERT ABELL.
Buffalo,






Akron, G. W. Coleman.
Lockport and Pendleton, A. A... �1lElJ>.a..
vVYOMING DISTRICT- HENRY HONRSBY4 Chairman.
Perry and Burke Hill,
Alden, Wales; Pratham, }and West Falls,
Java and Attica,
LeRoy, Asbury, Bethany, t
and Greiggsville, f
Mt Morris and Groveland,
HENRY HORNSBY,




Gainesville, To BE SUPPLIED.
ALLEGANY DISTRICT-J. VV. REDDY, Chairman,
Allegany, F. J.. E:WELL.
Gowanda and Collins, WlII. MANNING.
Otto and Mansfield, JAMES McALPINE.
Belmont, J. 'V. REDDY.
Rushford, Caseville, Caneadea, t O. O. BAC.O�.
East Hill, Belfast,etc.,} ONE TO BE SUPPLIED.
Eldred, To BE SUPPLIED.
Freedman's Mission, To BE SUPPLIED.
Conference Evangelist, LEYI WOOD.
18. Where and when shall our next Conference be held 1
At Perry, Wyoming Co., N. Y., on the last Thursday in
September, 1867.
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MIS eELLAN EOU S.
The Conference considered the subject of publishing the
Minutes in connection with those of the other Conferences, and
voted to leave the matter discretionary with the Secretaries,
By motion, the preachers who have been employed during
the year were admitted to seats in the Conference.
On Friday, Rev. Henry Hornsby, in behalf of the Confer­
ence, presented to Rev. A. A. Phelps three elegant volumes
of Stevens' History of Methodism, as a reward for having
performed the office of Secretary so long and so well. The
presentation was made with appropriate remarks, and the
Secretary accepted the gift with special gratitude.
By motion, any chairman was authorized to. employ John
Robinson the coming year, as the work may demand.
By motion, the chairman and some one whom he may ap­
point, were authorized to examine Robert Abell on the first
year's course of study, previous to the next session of Con­
ference.
Rev. J. R. Baird, of the United Brethren, was introduced
to the Conference, and invited to deliver a lecture on Free­
Masonry. The lecture was delivered with a good degree of
satisfaction to the Conference.
Parker Butterfield having been expelled during the year by
a committee of Local Preachers, appealed to the Conference,
of which he was a member on probation. B. T. Boberts,
Henry Hornsby, and Levi Wood were chosen as a committee
to consider the case and report the proper mode of procedure.
The committee reported in faVOl' of recognizing the validi ty
of the trial by the lower Court. The appeal was then pre­
sented and entertained. The testimony was read, and the
case argued by A. F. Curry and J. W. Reddy. The Con­
ference voted to sustain the decision of the lower Court.
SABBATH SERVICEs.-On Sunday morning Rev. B. T.
Roberts preached a sermon before the Conference, which was
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followed by the ordination of the Deacons. Rev. A sa Abell
preached in the afternoon, after which the Elders were or­
dained. Preaching in the evening by Rev. J. ·W. Reddy.
It was moved and carried that a general camp-meeting for
this Conference be held next season at Bergen. Rev. Asa
Abell was appointed a committee to make the necessary ar­
rangements therefor.
Moved, that we proceed to establish a Mission among the
freedmen; that we raise $800 during the year for that pur­
pose; and that B. T. Roberts, Henry Hornsby, and P. H.
Curtis be a standing committee to select the field and provide
the missionary. Carried.
By motion, the committee on Sunday School Books was
continued another year.
By vote the Conference requested the forthcoming General
Conference so to change the Discipline that the preachers and
laymen shall vote together in the election of delegates to
General Conference.
The Conference appropriated the balance of missionary
money in hand-$53-to J. B. Freeland.
The following local preachers were elected to Deacon's
Orders, but as they were not present the ordination did not
take place: S. M. Woodruff, Abram B. Castle, Ebenezer
Brambley.
A letter was read containing an offer by a brother in St.
Louis, on reasonable terms, of a large and desirable tract ofland
located in Missouri, provided our people would raise a colony
and found a school of a superior grade thereon. The Confer­
ence appointed as a committee to visit and examine said land,
Rev. B. T. Roberts and N. N. Tefft, and voted to raise $10()
to defray their expenses. Most of the money was pledged on
the spot.
It was moved that the Report on the country, be sent for
publication to the Northern Independent, the Rochester Demo­
crat, and the Olean Times. Carried.
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Moved that the time of our Conference sessions be changed
from Fall to Spring. After lengthy discussion the motion was
lost.
A document on Secret Societies was presented by A� A.
Phelps, and was referred to the General Conference.
By vote of the Conference $100 missionary money was ap­
priated to Lockport for the coming year.
On Monday morning the Conference balloted for delegates
to the General Conference, with the following results:
Ministerial Delegates-Asa Abell, Henry Hornsby, Levi
Wood, J. W. Reddy. Reserves-A. A.Phelps,A. F. Curry.
Lay Delegates-G. W. Holmes, Bailey Burritt, Mark N.
Velzy, John Wilson. Reserves--Cyrus Sperry, N. A. Bennett.
Moved, that we request the coming General Conference to
adjousn from Buffalo to Albion to hold its session. Carried.
A vote of thanks to the community was unanimously
carried by the Conference for the hospitality extended to its
members during the session.
---0---
�tp�d!i of @;lYmmUtttti.
I.-ON' THE STATE OF THE COUNTRY.
Your committee on the State of the Country submit the following:
Civil government is an institution of God. As such, it must con
form to Heaven's great charter of human rights-the Bible. How
forcible the interrogation of the Psalmist: "Shall the throne of
iniquityhavefeUowship with thee, which frameth mischief by law?"
St. Paul informs us that" rulers are not a terror to good works,
but to the evi1." But what is the standard of good and evil? Is it
some human law or code of laws, organic or preceptive? Such a
sentiment teaches the infallibility of finite, wicked man, and deifies
him. Such a sentiment makes God inferior to human capriciousness.
Such a sentiment is blasphemous. No! God's 'l£ill, and that alone,
is the standard of right and wrong. And this because it cannot
possibly be otherwise. Hence all human constitutions and laws
must be conformed to the Bible, or they are of no binding force; and
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obedience to them is at the price of -the soul. The Bible makes as
much provision for slavery as it does for murder; and no more. Both
are equally prohibited by the Divine law. To favor human oppres­
sion in any form is insulting to God, and debasing to human nature.
When we trample on human nature we trample on ourselves, for
we are human. We not only abuse the poor slave, but our wives
and children, for in the debasement of human nature we debase
them, for they possess such a nature. Before the war it was argued
that the general government was in no wise responsible for the ex­
istence of slavery in this country, for slavery was a state institution,
and the states alone were responsible for its existence. This is, of
course unsound. But allowing its soundness for the sake of the ar­
gument, what plea will now be made since the rebellion of slave
states, and the suppression of that rebellion by force of arms, has
thrown the whole responsibility of reconstructing those states direct­
lyon the general government? Is there any excuse now, legal or
otherwise, for ignoring man's inherent and inalienable rights? But
it may be said, ,. There is no slavery now in this country, hence the
foregoing passes for nothing." We answer, the right to live, involves
the right to be free; and the right to be free, involves the right to
protect one's self in that freedom; and this again involves the right
of legislation, directly or through the ballot-box. And this brings
us to the political axiom, tlLat all true government ie based on the con­
sent of the governed.
In our government there are three departments; legislative, judi­
cial, and executive. The legislative inheres in the Congress; the ju­
dicial in the Supreme Court; and the executive, in the President as
Commander-in-chief of the United States army and navy. Hence
we submit the following resolutions, to wit:
Iiesoloed, 1. 'I'hat it is the duty of Congress to re-construct, and of
the Supreme Court to determine the validity of the enactments of
Congress, if they are contested, and of the President to execute the
laws.
2. That the President's policy of reeonstruction, is a gross usurpa­
tion of power, directly subversive of our political and religions
rights and privileges as a nation, and therefore to be sternly opposed
and severely reprehended by all good men.
S. That as the issues of the war have now placed within the
hands of the general government supreme power oyer the States
lately in rebellion, it is the duty of government to accord to all the
people of those States all their social, political and moral rights, ac­
cording to the Bible and the Declaration of Independence; and that
a failure to do so will inevitably bring upon the country the severest
displeasure and curse of God.
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n.-ON EDUCATION.
The Standing Committee on Education offer the following!
Resolved, 1. That a Committee of eleven be appointed by this Con­
ference, with full powers to secure the incorporation of a board of
Trustees of a "Seminary of Learning, under the direction and pat.
ronage of the Free Methodist Church.
2. That the corporation be composed of fifteen Trustees, of whom
five shall be elected by the Genesee Annual Conference of the Free
Methodist Church, four by the Susquehanna Conference,* three
by the citizens of the neighborhood where said Seminary shall be
located, and three by the Trustees.
3. The said Committee shan be authorized to proceed in the pur­
chase or erection of suitable buildings, as soon as $10,000, in relia­
ble subscriptions, shall be procured for this purpose.
IlL-ON PUBLICATION.
Your Committee on Publication would submit the following Re­
port:
We re-affirm the Preamble of the Report on Publication of the
preceding session of the Annual Conference, with the following
resolutions, to wit:
Resolved, That we re-affirm the resolution of last year in reference
to the Earnest Christian, in the following words, to wit:
Resolved, That we consider the Earnest Christian a very efficient
instrumentality in the propagation of pure Bible truth, thereby
inspiring a correct moral sentiment among the people. We love it,
because in it we find truths of primary importance, which are with­
held by other publications of professedly a like nature; because it
contains much of pure truth very essential to the weal of the church,
and we will therefore use our constant endeavors to increase its cir­
culation.
Resolved, That the time has now fully come when a weekly paper
devoted tojthe interests of pure Christianity as embodied in the Doc­
trines and Discipline of the Free Methodist Church is very much
needed: and that it is the sense of this Annual Conference that the
ensuing General Conference should take measures to commence the
publication of such paper immediately on a firm financial basis; ap­
point a suitable committee on publication, an editor, and do such other
business as may seem necessary to promote our publishing interests.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
IV.-ON TEMPERANCE.
1. The Evil. Intemperance rolls like a river of fire over all the
land. Its desolating effects are enough to make angels weep.
*Provided the Susquehanna Conference chooses to co-operate in




Thousands of both sexes and all ages are annually swept into �a
drunkard's grave by this fell destroyer. Who can measure the
deep guilt of the rum-seller, the dreadful ruin of his murdered vic­
tims, and the keen anguish of those whose relations to the besotted
bring upon themselves a contempt as cruel as the grave? No pen
has ever depicted fully the evils of intemperance. Never was there
a more urgent demand for the friends of humanity to exert their
mightiest energies to roll back the death-dealing and damning tide.
This leads us to consider
2. The Remedy. What can be done'l Moral suasion is good and
necessary to mould public sentiment, but not sufficient to remove
the evil. We have no hope that the object can ever be accomplished
by the license system. Evils are not to be regulated, but abolished.
Nothing will answer the purpose that does not strike at the root of
the matter. Rum-selling must be regarded as a crime. It is our
decided conviction that nothing short of prohibitory law will effectu­
ally remedy the dreadful evil under consideration.
V.-ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS.
Having taken the subject into careful consideration, we are more
satisfied than ever, that we as a church are indolent in regard to
the interest of Sabbath Schools. And, as a consequence, we are
losing our hold to a great extent on the children and youth of the'
bothmembers of our church and congregation. Many of those chil­
dren who feel interested at all in the Sabbath School, desire and are
permitted to go elsewhere for their Sabbath School instruction, and
many of those who have no such desire are permitted to spend the
Sabbath as they please : some roaming the woods and fields, others
finding suitable entertainment at some tavern or other places of re­
sort. Thus they are permitted to desecrate the holy Sabbath until
they become hardened in their course. Now in order to save the
children and youth who come under our immediate influence from
the blighting effects of the above-mentioned course, your Committee
recomtnend-e-
1. That the preacher or preachers on each circuit take such interest
in the Sabbath School as to enforce the disciplinary course on the
same.
2. That we as preachers do what we can to make the Sabbath
School both interesting and instructive.
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VI.-MISSIONARY REPORT.
The Committee report as follows:
Whole amount raised,
This amount has been disbursed as follows:
To A. A. Phelps, -
To E. Herrick,







The Committee have understood that the East Hill.Society decline
to receive the $50 appropriated to them last year. We therefore
recommend that the balance in hand be paid to J. B. Freeland. We
are of opinion that much more money should be raised to push for­
ward the mission work in regions beyond our bounds, especially
among' the freedmen of the South.




On, Education, as provided by the Report:
REV. B. T. ROBERTS, G. W. HOLMES,
REV. A. F. CURRY, P. H. CURTIS,
REV. LEVI WOOD, H. A. CROUCH,
REV. ASA ABELL, J. HANDLEY,
REV. J. W. REDDY, J. R. ANNIS,
REV. A. A. PHELPS.
To examine Su.nday School Books :-Rev. A. A. Phelps, Rev. Levi
Wood, Rev. A. AbelL
ON rns FREEDMEN'S MISSION.
Rev. B. T. Roberts, Rov. Henry Hornsby, P. H. Curtis.
ON THE COURSE OF STUDY.
P'1'eZirninary Oourse=-G. W. Coleman, S. H. Lowe, Wm. Jackson.
Fir8t Year.-Levi T\Vood, O. O. Bacon, F. J. Ewell.
Second Ycrl1'.-A.. F. Curry, C. D. Brooks,Wm. Manning.
Third Year.-A. A. Phelps, G. W. Marcellus.
F01J1·tl� Yrar.-·Jamrs Mathews, G. "V. Humphrey.
MINUTES
OF .TBE




T. S. LA DUE, See'y. E. A. KIMBALL, Ass't See'y.
--0--
COMMITTEES.
On, Public WOl'ship-B. T. Roberts, N. D. Fanning, B.
Hackney.
On Tracts-N. D. Fanning, E. A. Kimbal1, J. Me Creery.
On Bible Oause-,-J.:Me Crsery, J. Powers; C. Stowe.
On Missions-J. G. Terrill, B. T. Roberts, N. D. Fanning,
D. Lloyd, G. Starr.
On Sunday Schools-:-E. G, Ribble, O. P. Rogers, G. H. Fox.
On the State of the TVork-J. Travis, F. C. Tritle, C. H·
Underwood.
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On the State of the Oountry___;.N. D. Fanning, J. Travis, C.
H. Lovejoy.
On Temperance-C. H. Lovejoy, C. M. Buttolph, B. Nor­
cross.
On Education-N. D. Fanning, J. W. Dake, E. A. Kim-
ball, J. Travis, C. Stowe.
On Publishing the Minutes-The Secretaries.
On Raising Funds for Publishing Minutes-C. H. Under­
wood.
On Ministerial Relations-J. McCreery, C. H. Underwood,
C. H. Lovejoy.
ON EXAMINATION FOR NEXT YEAR.
Preliminary Oourse-C. H. Underwood, E. G. Ribble.
1st year's course-C. H. Lovejoy, J. W. Dake.
2d " " -G. H. Fox, N. D. Fanning.
3d " " -Josepl� Travis, J. McCreery.
4th" " -T. S. LaDue., J. G. Terrill.
--0--
DISCIPLINARY QUESTIONS.
1. What are the names of the Preachers and Delegates
having a seat in this Conference 1
Preachers-William Austin, Julius Buss, Morse V. Clute,
Jonathan W. Dake, George H. Fox, Neuville D. Fanning,
Levi Kelly, Thomas S. LaDue, Charles II. Lovejoy, Joseph
McCreery, James Millar, Judah Mead, Erastus G. Ribble,
David M. Rose, J. P. Shattuck, Joseph Travis, William B.
Tracy, Joseph G. Terrill, Cyrus H. Underwood, John E.
Whiting, J. C. Washburn.
J)elegates-B. Hackney, S. Bateman, B. G. Updike, E. A.
Hall. J. Powers. J. P. Corran. E. A. Kimball. C. Benedict.
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G. Starr, W. Stannard, O. P. Rogers, C. Stowe, D. Reynolds,
M. Kneeskern, F. C. Tritle, B. Norcross, C. M. Buttolph,
Jesse Cain, C. M. McEwen� D. Lloyd.
2. Who are the Stationing Committee �
B. T. Roberts, G. H. Fox, J. G. Terrill, N. D. Fanning, O.
P. Rogers, F. C. Tritle, E. A. Hall.
3. What Preachers are admitted on Trial?
C. W. Frink, W. W. Kelley, S. Roberts, B. F. Doughty.
W. Anderson.
4. Who remain on trial?
L. Kelly, W. B. Tracy, J. C. Washburn, W. Austin, J. P.
Shattuck.
5. Who are admitted into full connection?
D. M. Rose, J. Buss, J. E. v\�hiting.
6. Who have been elected and ordained Deacons this year �
J. Buss, J. E. Whiting.
7. Who have been elected and ordained Elders this year?
None.
S. Who have located this year?
James Millar, at his own request.
9. Who are the superannuated preachers?
J. Mead.
10. Who have been expelled from the connection this year?
None.
11. Who have withdrawn from the connection this year 1
G. L. Shepherdson.
12. Are all the preachers blameless in life ? Yes. All their
names were called, and there were no complaints against any.
13. Who have died this year?
None.
14. What is the number of church-members, etc.
See statistics.
15 and 16. See statistics.
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17- Where are the Preachers stationed this year �
AURORA DISTRICT-N. D. FANNING, Chairman.
Aurora and Rockville. N. D. FANNING.
St. Charles, Geneva, Chicago, } J. G. TERRILL,Wheaton, and Junction, AND J. Buss.
Lodi and Newfield, J. P. SHATTUCK.
Ogle and Amboy, S. ROBERTS.
Sheffield and Galva, J. W. DARE.
Bureau, J. E. VVHITING.
ROCK RIVER DISTRICT-J. TRAVIS,'Chairman.
Elgin, C. H. UNDERWOOD.
Clintonville, W. W. KELLY,
Marengo and Union, J. TRAVIS.
Belvidere, Bonus, and Garden Prairie, W. ANDERSON.
Winnebago, Freeport and Rockford, E. G. RIBBLE & C. W. FRINK.
Crystal Lake and Woodstock, M. V. CLUTE.
Lena, D. M. ROSE.
vVISCON�IN DISTRICT-G. H. Fox, Chairman.
Beaver Dam, T. S. LADUE.
Sugar Creek, B. F. DOUGHTY.
La Crosse Valley, To be supplied.
Cannon Falls, Minn., G. H. Fox.
Iowa, W. B. TRACY.
ST. LOUIS DISTRICT-C. F. LOVEJOY, Chairman.
Redfield Chapel, St. Louis, Mo., and Kansas,











18. When and where shall our next Conference be held?




Resoloed, That Minutes of this Annual Session be published in
connection with the Minutes of the Eastern Conferences, and the
Secretary use his influence to have the Minutes of all the Confer­
ences of this year published in connectionwith the Minutes of the
General Conference.
II. ON BIBLE CAUSE.
We recommend all our Societies to continue their co-operation
with the American Bible Society in our contributions to the Bible
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Cause. Let collections be taken early in this Conference year, in all
charges, and forwarded direct to the Bible House at New York, to
be credited in the Bible Society Record, to the particular Society
forwarding the sall?-e.
III. ON SA13BATH SCHOOLS.
Your committee in viewing the great work to be-done in the Sab­
bath School department of our church, more earnestly call the co­
operation of the Ministry and Laity in that direction, knowing that
if the church sustain the Sabbath �,chool, the Sabbath Schoolwill in
time sustain the church-therefore, thanking God for the last year's
success in Sabbath Schools, we call upon all to renewed diligence in
this work.
1. By organizing schools at once within our jurisdiction where
there are none.
2. By putting proper books and papers in the hands of the scholars.
a. We discountenance all matinees, theatrical performances, pick­
ntcks, excursions, and all anti-christian modes of sustaining Sabbath
Schools.
4. By sending delegates from our Sabbath Schools to the Annual
Sabbath School Convention to be held at Elgin next week.
5. By exhorting all to pray and labor earnestly for the prosperity
of the Sabbath Schools.
IV. ON TRACTS.
In the rise and progress of earlyMethodism, the Wesleyan Tracts
were instruments of great power for good in the advancement of
the cause. The writings of the Wesleys were even more influential
than their oral pulpit ministrations. The Tracts were especially use­
ful. They were silent itinerants of surpassing eloquence, filling the
ears of the million masses with the glorious gospel message, and
calling sinners to God. They were also abundantly useful and suc­
cessful to unfold and defend the doctrines and usages of Methodism
in its infancy, while, as a sect every where spoken against, it went
forth to turn the world upside down.
We recommend increased zeal and activity in following this ex­
ample of primitive Methodist economy. While from every quarter'
our ears are stunned with the Macedonian cry for ministerial help,
in enormous demand, beyond all hope of adequate supply; it be­
hoves us to furnish, in all possible abundance, the next best instru­
mentality of religious instruction. Doubtless every preacher can
quadruple his power for good in this line, by a liberal and judicious
distribution of tracts. Let it be thoroughly done.
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While we recommend increased diligence in the eirculation of the
tracts already in our catalogue, we would further recommend the
publication of new tracts on the following sublects, to wit: One on
Lay Delegation, as a feature of our Ecclesiastical Economy; One on
our Relation to Secret Societies; one on Congregational Singing;
and one on Perfect Love: One on "The Centenary of Methodism as
it is"-and one on H Future Punishment." Also a hand bill tract
giving a synopsis of our distinctive denominational doctrines and
usages.
It is further recommended that collections or subscriptions be taken
up in all our societies early in the conference year and forwarded to
Brother Roberts in aid of tract publication; and tracts to the amount
forwarded, or less, be ordered for distribution.
V. ON MISSIONS.
Your Committee beg leave to submit the following report:
Extensive fields are opening on every hand. Calls for laborers
come from Indiana, Southern Illinois, Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska,
Iowa, Minnesota and Wisconsin. We have encouraging reports
from the Freedmen in Missouri-a school established, and 45 mem­
bers in Society. They need $300 to build them a house for religious
worship, and school purposes. Also an appropriation of $150 to
support a missionary among them this year.
St. Louis Mission still holds its own against .the terrible influence
of that wicked city. A noble band of pilgrims that have stood
through many trying storms, are still battling for the Lord. They
ask for assistance at our hands. Their church is about half paid
for; and they need an appropriation of $300 to keep their preacher
above embarrassment.
We are short of ministerial help. We are short of funds for mis­
sionary purposes. Pray the Lord of the harvest that He will send
laborers into the vineyard. Brethren and friends, give UB of your
means that we may carry forward this glorious work. Our present
membership, over 1,000, at one dollar apiece, can meet these de­
mands, and give quite a surplus for contingencies.
In view of the pressing demands of our work we offer the follow­
ing resolutions:
1. We will encourage our preachers in extending their respective
fields of labor.
2. We will appropriate $150 to the Freedmen's Mission.
3. We will appropriate $300 to the St. Louis Mission.
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4. WT"e will urge our people to raise the $300 to build a house of
worship for the Freedmen, and will urge our people to assist in pay­
ing the debt on the St. Louis church.
5. We will appropriate $250 to pay debts incurred By Rev. J. G.
Terrill last year.
VI. ON TEMPERANCE.
We look upon intemperance as one of the greatest evils of the
age, the blasting curse of which rests upon thousands of the youth
of our country. Now that slavery has been overthrown by the ar­
bitration of arms; the evil most to be deplored, and from which arises
the greatest danger to the civil, political and religious prosperity
of the American people is the free use of the social glass : espe­
cially among those of position and influence. It is the duty of every
friend to his country and the race, and especially of everyminister of
the Lord Jesus Christ to exert all the moral power that he can possi:
bly command, against the practice of dram-drinking. Therefore,
Resolved, 1. That we heartily endorse all those instrumentalities
now in operation to stay the devastating influence of intemperance,
where they do not contravene the faith and practice of the Free
Methodist Church.
2. 'I'hat as preachers of the Free Methodist Church we will make
temperance in all things a part of our ministerial duties, and will
preach at least one sermon during the year on this subject at each of
our several appointments.
3. That we consider that, in order to secure the glorious objects of
the temperance reform, a st·ringent p1'oltibitory law is necessarc, and
we will give such a law Our most hearty support.
VII. ON EDUCATION.
Resolved, That we do appoint a Committee, consisting of five
members (three ministerial and two lay delegates) to constitute an
Educational Board, who shall have jurisdiction over the subject in
all our borders until our next session.
That we recommend to that Committee the selection, and, if pos­
sible, the procurement of a tract of land with suitable buildings
erected or to be erected for the establishment of a Labor School,
where the physical, intellectual and spiritual being of our youth
may be harmoniously developed and cultivated.
That we empower the Committee with authority to purchase (after
they have raised the necessary means to do it) the land, and erect
buildings in trust for the Illinois Annual Conference of the Free
Methodist Church, and that we do appoint from our number a minis­
ter to act as agent for canvassing the country subject to the action of
the Committee to raise the means.
That we authorize said Committee to open the School under tem­
porary rules and regulations, if deemed. advisable by them, at any
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time within the Conference year, subject to modification by our next
General Conference.
N. D. FANNING,
}J. TRAVIS,C. H. UNDERWOOD, Committee.E. A. KIMBALL,
B. HACKNEY, J
VIII. ON THE STATE OF THE COUNTRY.
Whereas, It has pleased Almighty God, who is the God of battles,
to give success to our National arms, for which we devoutly praise
Him; who also to the present time has guided our National affairs
to the prevention of our enemies abroad; and the enemies of popu­
lar government and human rights at home. Still we are conscious
that the conflict is not ended; the elements of that rebellion still
exist in all their virulence of feeling, impudence of pretension, and
iniquity of purpose, only waiting their opportunity to again strike a
fell blow at our institutions.
We regret that In the person of our Chief Magistrate such ele­
ments find a reactory center and a willing tool, also in the course
taken since his elevation to power we see much to afilict us, and we
believe to give sufficient ground of alarm. Standing upon record as
we do in relation to our past struggle, sustaining the Government in
its use of arms in the suppression of the Rebellion, we should be
untr-ue to our past position, unfaithful to our country, cruel to our
brave defenders, to now be silent. Therefore,
Besoioed, That we re-affirm the position of. our last Conference as
expressed in the following Resolutions:
Reeoloed, That justice and safety demand that in the States
lately in rebellion the ballot should be placed in the hands of the
colored men, who as a body showed themselves, in every possible
way, loyal to the country in its hour of peril.
Iiesoloed, That we are in favor of having the Constitution so
amended that nowhere in the United States shall the civil rights of
any person depend upon his creed, condition or color.
Reeoloed, That inasmuch as we as a nation have been guilty of de­
grading the colored man by keeping the means of social, intellectual
and spiritual culture out of his reach, and by crushing his aspira­
tions after anything that can exalt or dignify our common humanity,
it now behooves us, as a Christian people to use all the means in our
power to educate him morally, socially and religiously.
Iiesolocd; That we approve the policy of government which will
tend to dislodge the remaining spirit of slavery from seats of power
H by disfranchising rebels for at least one generation," and place in
positions of controlling influence those who stand on the broad plat­
form of human righ' s, and who are animated by the indwelling spirit
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of human liberty, and that in the reconstruction of the South, sec­
tional bigotry should be a disqualification for office, and adherence
to those sentiments that originated and characterized throughout the
rebellion should be sternly discountenanced and reprobated. Also
Resolved, That in maintaining that position we pledge ourselves
to the sustenance of Congress as against the attempted usurpations
of the Chief Executive, by all the legitimate means in our power.
Further
Resolved, That in viewing the state of our country, its distracted
disappointments, and corruption in High Places} we feel the need of




Lewis Baily, of Galva, Ill., Rev. E. P. Hart, of Mich., and
Rev. S. Coleman, of Troy M. E. Con f., N. Y., were- admitted
to honorary seats. Voted that Bro. Hart co-operate with the
Committee on the state of the work.
The following brethren were transferred to the Michigan
Conference: E. P. Hart, C. S. Gitchell, H. L. Jones, W. D.
Bishop, J. ElUson, L. F. Frink.
The following delegates to the General Conference were
elected, none but preachers in full connection being allowed
to vote.
Ministe1'ial IJelegates-J. Travis, J. McCreery. Reserve­
N. D. Fanning, C. H. Underwood.
Lay IJelegates-O. P. Rogers, B. Hackney. Reserve-E.
A. Kimball, F. C. Tritle.
C. H. Underwood was appointed to collect and distribute the
books belonging to the Conference Library.
The President decided that a1l cases of withdrawal from the
FreeMethodist Church, where there are charges or complaints
against the members withdrawing, should be referred to the
Official Board or to a regular society meeting of the society
from which the member withdraws. The Conference sus­
tained the decision.
C. H. Lovejoy was appointed agent to canvass St. Louis to
collect money for paying the debt on Redfield chapel.
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A communication from the Session of the Illinois American
Wesleyan Methodist Conference was received in a most frater­
nal spirit. The delegate bearing it, Rev. W. H. Spencer, made
some interesting remarks. A response was rendered by this
Conference, and Rev. J. Travis appointed as fraternal delegate
to the next Illinois Wesleyan Methodist Conference.
N. D. Fanning was appointed Educational Agent.
Candidates for examination are to meet at Elgin, Ill., on
the day before the Session of the Conference, at 9 o'clock A.M.
The members within the bounds of this Conference are re­
quested to assist in liquidating the Geneva church debt.
'rhe tim e for collections was fixed as follows:
Missionary-1st Sabbath, Nov" '66. Tract,2d Sabbath,
Feb., '67. American Bible Society,2d Sabbath, April, '67.
Superannuated preachers, 1st Sabbath, Aug., '67.
Resolved, That all preachers deficient in the studies of the
present year be required to pass examination at the next An­
nual Session in those studies wherein they are deficient.
Resolved, That we urge the Disciplinary rule 011 raising
missionary money.
Resolved, That we make strong effort this year to raise
$1 per member of our societies.
Resolved, That we dispense with a Conference Camp Meet­
ing and that District Camp Meetings be held in its stead, as
provided by Discipline.
The Superintendent delivered a Pastoral Address, accord­
in to the request of the Conference.
A vote of thanks was rendered to the people of Aurora
for entertaining the members of this Conference.
Our prospects were never so promising.
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SYNOPSIS OF PROOEEDINGS.
The Conference met at 9 A. M. on Thursday, Oct. 4, and
was opened with devotional exercises, led by W. Cooley, and
J. McCreery.
D W.• Thurston was"GID.ed President pro. tern. in the abo
sence of the General Superintendent.
The Conference-roll was called by the Secretary of last
Conference. All the preachers except four answered to their
names.
The credentials of lay delegates were presented.
A Secretary and Assistant Secretary were elected, and
various Committees appointed.
J. McCreery ()f the Illinois Free Methodist. Conference,
L. Wood of the Genesee Free Methodlst. Coaferenee; Rev
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Mr. Gregg, Presbyterian minister of the viIrage,and Rev. B ..
Crozier of the Black River Methodist Episcopal Confer­
ence were introduced, and invited to participate in the de­
liberations of the Conference.
Business under the 3d, 4th and 5th Disciplinary Ques­
tions was transacted.
Conference adjourned at 12 M. to Friday, 9 A. M. J.
B. Stacey preached at 2 P.Y., and J. McCreery at 7 P. Y ..
SECOND SITTING, FRIDAY, OCT. 5TH.
Conference opened at 9 A. M. with devotional exercises,
led by W. Smith.
Minutes of yesterday's session read and approved.
Credentials of other lay delegates presented.
J. B. Freeland of the Genesee Free Methodist Conference
was lntroduced, and invited to participate in the delibera-
tions of the Conference.
Additions were made to some of the Conference Com.
mittees appointed yesterday.
B. T. Roberts, the General Superintendent, arrived and
took the Chair.
A resolution respecting candidates for examination was
presented and adopted. See resolution No.1.
Disciplinary Questions 4, 6, 7, 8, 11 and 12 were called
up and acted on.
Several -Brethren eligible to &11 connexion answered the
questions to be asked in their elIse.
The following questions were proposed to the President:
1st. Can we under our discipline, receive into the full
membership of the Church, persons who are members of
such Societies as the Sons of Temperance, Good Templars,
Mechanic's Associations, Loyal Leagues, &c 1 The Presi­
dent declined giving an answer, referring the question to the
General Conference.
2d. When persons in orders are received into our Church
from other Churches is it necessary to present their cases
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to an Annual Conference for a recognition of their orders 1
The President declared it necessary.
Philo Tower was then recognized as a Local Elder, hav­
ing been admitted to that order in the Methodist Episcopal
Church, he having united with the Free Methodist Church.
The time for electing delegates to the General Conference
was then fixed at 10 A. M., Saturday, the 6th.
Conference adjourned to Saturday, the 6th, at 9 A. M.
THIRD SITTING, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6TH.
Conference opened at 9 A. M. with devotional exercises led
by J. McCreery.
Disciplinary Questions 8, 4, 6 and 18 were called up and
acted on.
Conference then proceeded to ballot for delegates to the
General Conference. There being thirteen ministers in fun
connexion the President declared the Conference entitled to
two ministerial and two lay delegates. D. W. Thurston was
elected on the first ballot, receiving eleven of the twelve votes
cast. W. Cooley was elected oh the second ballot, receiving
seven of the twelve votes cast. A. H. Knapp was elected as
lay delegate by twelve, and George Barner by eleven votes
cast out of thirty-five cast, in a double ballot.
Reserve delegates were then elected as follows: W. J.
Selby and M. N. Downing as ministerial reserves, each re­
ceiving seven of the twelve votes cast, at two ballots. J.
W. Porter and H. N. Williams were elected lay reserves by
eleven and twelve votes respectively of the thirty-five cast, in
a double ballot.
Reports, No.1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 were then presented and
adapted. See reports.
A Standing Committee on Education was appointed. (See
Committees. )
Resolutions No.2, 3 and 4 were presented and adopted.
(See Resolutions.)
Sundry other resolutions and motions were made and acted
on.
Last year's Board of Managers of the ConferenceMissiona-
ry Society were re-elected. (See Committees and Officers..
D. W. Thurston was re-elected Conference Missionary..
Conference adjourned to 6 P. M.
Conference opened at 6 P. M. on Saturday, 6th.
Devotional exercises led by J .. B. Stacey.
Minutes of previous Session read and approved.
Resolutions No.4, 6 and 7 Were presented and adopted.
(See resolutions.)
Question 8 called up and acted 011.
The Standing Committee reported. (See list of Stations.]
A Conference camp-meeting was appointed. (See Stand-
ing Committees.)
$24.50 were reported as having been raised for the purpose
of publishing the Minutes.
On motion of the Missionary Board, W. Cooley was ap­
pointed Missionary to the Freedmen.
The Chairmen of the several Districts were then appoint­
ed. (See stationed. list.)
W. M. Parry was recognized as an ordained Elder, he hav­
ing received that order, among the Primitive Methodists of
England.
A vote of thanks to the people of Rose Valley and vicini­
ty was passed.
Conference adjourned sine die.
--0--
MI SCELLANEOtrS.
W. Gould preached at 2 P. Y., and L. Wood at 7 P. M.,
on Friday. M. N. Downing at 2 P. M., and W. J. Selby at
7 P. M., on Saturday.
And B. T. Roberts at 10 1-2 A. M., J. McCreery at 2 P.
M., and L. Wood, at 7. P. M., on Sunday.
D. W. Thurston preached in the Presbyterian church-at
10 1-2 A. M., and.In the Methodist Episcopal church at 7 P.
M., by invitation.
James Rogers, James Odell and Benjamin F. Stoutenberg
were ordained Deacons, after the morning service, and Zenas
Osborne received Elders orders, after the 2 P. M. service, on
the Sabbath.
The Conference was characterised by strict attention to bu,
siness, and prompt action.
A good degree of Christian unity and love was evinced .
. The Religious Services were seasons of grace.
The Conference was well entertained by the friends of the
neighborhood.
Our prospects are bright and cheering.
--0--
COMMITTE.ES.
On Public Worship-J. Olney,W CooTey, D. A. CargnI,
H. Fornicrook.
Bible Oause--w . Cooley, L. Osborne, M. D. Mac. Dougal,
George Warner, J. C. Mason, J. E. Waldron.
Statistics and Minutes-W. Gould, D. M. SinclalrvF, A.
Town, B. F. Stoutenberg.
On Sunday School8-W. J. Selby,J.M. Stacey, B. F. Stout­
enberg, W. Withers, G. J. Everson, C. C. Keeler.
On Tempe1·ance-M. N. Downing, W. Smith, J. Odell, H.
A. Wiliams, W. D. g'teinrod, D. Colgrove.
On Education-w...J_Selby, D. M. Sinclair, n. W. Thurs­
ton, J. W. Porter, W. H. Frazier, J. Patterson, A. H. Knapp.
On Referred Oases of Ministerial Relations-D. M. Sin­
clair, M. N. Downing, W. _J•. Selby.
-0-
DISCIPLINARY QUESTIONS.
1. What are the names of Preachers and delegates having
a seat in this Conference �
Preachers-W. Cooley, D. W. Thurston, W_. Smith, J. Ol­
ney, \V. Gould, M. N. Downing, D. M. Sinclair, W. J. Sel-
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by, Z. Osborne, M. D. Mac. Dougal, J. B. Stacey, A. B. Bur­
dick, W. M. Parry, A.. L. Holliday, J. Odell, B. F. Stouten­
berg, S. H. Bronson, N. Atkins, D. A. Cargill, N. E. Wil­
liams, B. Winget, J. W. Sawyer.
Lay Delegates-Nelson and Fenner, J. C. Mason; . Albany,
Schoharie and Ashland, W. H. Frazier, G. Barner; Utica,
Binghamton and Union, G. S. Severson, S. K. Hopson; Che­
nango and Otsego, D. Colgrove; Saratoga and Schuylerville,
F. A. Town; Clyde, Rose and Sodus, J. F. Collins, H. For­
nicrook; Bushnell's Basin, J. C. Keeler; S�neca Falls and
Owasco, N. Allen; Corning and Gibson, A. H. Knapp, E. J.
Lindsley; Syracuse and Fu1ton, J. E. Waldron; Windsor
and Sanford, H. A. 'Williams; Delaware and Susquehanna,
W. D. Steinrod; Aararat and Gibson, Jas. Rogers; Canaan
and Jefferson, W. E. Davis; Whitehaven, J. Patterson;
Rome and Lowell, W. Withers.
2. Who are the Stationing Committee?
B. T. Roberts, D. W. Thurston, W. Cooley,W. Smith, G.
Warner, A. H. Knapp, H. A. Williams.
3. What Preachers are admitted on trial?
None.
4. Who remain on trial?
W� y P�Qt, S. H. Bronson, N. Atkins, D. A. Cargi1l, N.
E. Williams, B. Winget, J. '-tV. Sawyer.
5. Who are admitted to full connexion .�
J. Odell, M. D. Mac. Dougal, W. J. Selby.
6. Who have been elected and ordained Deacons 1
James Odell, B. F. Stoutenberg, James Rogers.
7. Who have been elected and ordained Elders?
Zenas Osborne.
8. Who have located this year �
John Carver, Anson L. Holliday, at their own request. B.
F. Stoutenberg was discontinued at his own request.
9. Who are the superannuated preachers?
We have none.
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O. Who have. been expelled 1
None.
11. Who have withdrawn 7
H. Fox.
12. Are all the preachers blameless in life and conversation 1
The preachers' names were all called, and their characters
separately examined and passed.
13. Who have died this year 1
None.
14. What is the number of church members, Sunday
Schools, &c.1 (See Table of Statistics.)
15 and 16. No answer.
17. Where are the Preachers stationed this year 1









Albany, Saratoga and }Lansinburgh,
Schoharie,
New York,
WA.YNE DISTRICT�D. W. THunsToN Chairman.
Clyde, Rose and} M. D. MAC. DQUGAL.Sodus. one to be supplied.
Bushnells Basin, J. OLNEl:
Seneca Falls, Owaseo and Z. OSBORNE
Canandaigua, one to be supplied.
Cohocton, " "
Corning and Gibson, W. SMITH.
Lindleytowa, J� W. SAWYER.
Syracuse, to be supplied.
Nelson and} J OD_ELIqOtselic, one to be supplied.
Bome and Lowell, D. A CARGILL.
SUSQUEHA.NNA. DISTRICT-W. GOULD, Chairman.
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No church can meet its obligations without making provision for
the education of' the children under her care. Our church needs one
or more literary institutions, with a regime similar to that of the
Kingswood School, under the care of the early Methodists; and
more intensely religious than the Schools of modern times.
Our brethren of the Genesee Conference arc of the opinion that
the period has come for the formation of such a School, and have
taken Conference action relating thereto. Therefore,
Resoloed, That we will cheerfully co-operate with the Genesee
Conference in establishing an Institution of Learning under the su-
pervision of the several Conferences.
2. That we will at this session of the Conference appoint a com-
mittee of four preachers and thr-ee laymen, to carry out the action
contemplated in the preceding resolutions.
II. ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS.
Whereas, We believe the Sunday School to be an important aid, and
an effective instrumentality in carrying on the work of God. And,
Whereas, We believe its ultimate object to be the salvation of
souls. And,
Whereas, We believe that social festivities are vitiating to, and
subversive of, spirituality. Therefore,
Resolved, That we recommend to the ministers and members of
our churches and congregations, an increase in, and labor for, the
promotion of Sabbath Schools. By
1. Preaching once a quarter specially to the children of our
churches and congregations, accompanied with appropriate effort
for their immediate salvation.
2. That deeply devoted officers and teachers be selected always
when practicable.
3. That we discard pic-nics, festivals, &c., and will utterly abstain
from them as a means of promoting the interests of the Sabbath
School.
IlL-ON TEMPERANCE.
W1Lereas, We believe the use of alcoholic liquors as beverages, to
be a sin, carrying in its train disgrace, disease, pauperism, death,
and eternal ruin; and whereas, intemperance is greatly on the in­
crease, hurrying tens of thousands of all classes to a premature
grave and a terrible hell. And whereas, this evil is legalized by leg­
islative enactments, and sanctioned by the practice of many profes
sors of religion. Therefore.
Resolved, That we will cry aloud and not spare against the abomi­
nations of drunkenness, and of everything leading thereto.
2. That we will disconntenance in every lawful way, the use of all
intoxicating liquors as beverages, such as cider, beer, wine-c-home-:
made or foreign-whiskey, rum, etc.
3. That we regard the growing of grain for distillery purposes,
the cultivation of hops, and of the wine and tohacco plants, as acces­
sory to the great sin of intemperance, and will discourage such prac­
tices among our people.
4. We pledge ourselves to use our influence by voting and other­
wise, to secure the repeal of an laws that permit the sale of liquors
as a beverage, and the enactment of such statutes as shall make the
selling or using of intoxicating drinks (except for chemical, mechani­
c�l or medicinal purposes) a misdemeanor, punishable by law.
S. We discourage the practice of purchasing fermented wines for
sacramental purposes, and recommend the following receipt to the
notice of our people:
Receipt for making Sacramenta; Wine.
To one pound of raisins add one quarter of a pound of black rasp­
berries, add three pints of water; stew slowly for nearly half a day,
then mash together. Strain and sweeten to taste.
6. That we will not knowingly vote for any man to hold public
office, who in any way gives his influence or support, to the liquor
traffic.
IV -ON THE BIBLE CAUSE.
Whereas, The diffusion of religious knowledge is the only means
bywhich mankind can be savinglybenefited, and whereas: the Bible
is the only and the sufficient rule of faith and practice, and, whereas:
multitudes are destitute of the Word of God. Therefore,
Resolved, That we will cordially co-operate with the American
Bible Society in its work of spreading the Scriptures.
2. That we will, during the year preach upon, and take up collec­
tions for the Bible cause.
3_ That we remit our contributions direct to the Bible House in




L-On Evamination of Candidates.
Resolved, That in the cases of all candidates for examination on the
course of study, who are not present at the time appointed, their ex­
amination shall be postponed for one year, unless their attendance is
prevented by good and sufficient cause.
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1I.-PastoraZ Visits.
Resolved, That each minister be required to report the number �.
Pastoral visits he has made, during the year, at the next Annual:
Conference, in..�onnexion with the passing of his character.
Il1.-0n Using Tobacco.
Resolved, That if any of the preachers of this Conference are
known to indulge in the use of tobacco, either by chewing or smok­
ing, during the coming year, they shall at the next session of the"
Conference be discontinued from the traveling connexion.
IV.-On Increase of Membership.
Resolved, That we learn with gratitude to God of an increase of
about three hundred in our membership during the past year, and
that we covenant together to labor with increased zeal during the
coming year for the salvation of souls.
Y.-On Hop Growing.
Resolved, That we request the General Conference to amend our
general rules so as to forbid the growing of Hops, &c., for beer mek­
ing, by the members of our church.
.
VL:.::....:.o:n 'Dress.
Whereas, We believe the rule of our discipline requiring all OU
members to pledge themselves to forever lay aside ali superfluous
ornaments is founded on the express teachings of scripture, and
Wherea8, We believe this rule to prohibit the wearing of all part.
of dress put on for ornament only. Therefore,
Resolved, That we regret the growing tendency to worldly con-­
formity among our members, exhibited in the putting on of those
parts of dress worn uuder the name of trimmings, such as lace,
fringes, embroidery, buttons, ribbons, braid, strips of velvet, etc.
2. That we affectionately admonish our people that such a practice
conflicts with the solemn vow, taken by them on entering the church,
3. That we require all our preachers, lovingly, but faithfully to
enforce our discipline in reference to this practice.
4. We hold that Christian parents are bound to refrain from put­
ting ornaments on the dress of their children, as much as on their
own.
VII.-On PUblishing lI-linutes.
Resolved, To publish the minutes of this Conference, in comieetiQD
with those of the other conferences.
VIII.-On Conference Missionary.
Resoloed, That D. W. Thurston be appointed Conference Mission­
ary, and authorized to travel within the bounds of this Conference ;
hold meetings for the promotion of the work of God, and take up
collections for his support during the coming year.
IX.-On P. O. Address.
Resolved, To Publish in the Minutes the names and Post Office ad­
dress of all the Travelling and Local Preachers of this Conference,
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X.-On Con}e]'enee Camp-meeting.
Reaowed, That the several District chairmen, and an equal num­
ber of laymen, be appointed as a committee to arrange time, place.
ete., for holding a Conference Camp-meeting during the summer of
1867.
XI.- Vote oj 1'hafLks.
Resolved, That a vote of thanks be tendered by the members of
this Conference to the friends of Rose Valley and vicinity for the




Educational Committee-D. W. Thurston, D. M. Sinclair,
W. J. Selby, M. N. Downing, Geo. Barner, W. T. Geer, L.
Woodruff.
Missionary Board-D. W. Thurston, 'Y J �,�
ley, W�Smith., D. M. Sinclair, W. T. Geer, J. C. Whitney,
L. Woodruff, G. Barner,.T. F. Collins.
On Arranging for a Conference Gamp-Meeting-D. W.
Thurston, W . .T. Selby, W. Gould,.T. W. Porter: J. F. Col­
lins, H. A. Williams.
On Eaaminatlot: of Studi!3.
Preliminary Course-
1st year-Z. Osborne, W. M. Parry.
2d "-Y. N, Downing, J. Olney.
3d "-D. W. Thurston, W. Smith.
4th "-D. M. Sinclair, A. B, Burdick.
Candidates for examination on the course of study are re­
quired to meet the examining committees 011 the day next
preceding the sessicn of the Conference, at 9 A. M.
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POST OFFlCE ADDRESS OF LOCAL PREACHER
B. F. Stoutenberg, Binghamton, Broome Co. N. Y.
,4, L, Holliday, New Berlin, Chenango Co., N. Y.
\V. B. Bertels, Whitehaven. Luzerne Co., Pa.
John Benedict, Plymouth, Chenango Co., N. Y.
W. Wateman." " "
D. Colgrove, Garretsville, Otsego Co., N. Y.
J. C. Mason, Erieville, Madison Co., N. Y.
A. Hamilton," " "
George Carpenter. Nelson, Madison Co., N. Y.
R. S. Bronson, Erieville, " "
D, Dempsey, Owasco, Cayuga Co., N. Y.
James Brown UtiCfl." "
J. Hallenbeck:Corni�g, Steuben Co. N. Y.
C. Walker, Lindley town, Steuben Co., N. Y.
J. W. Laughlin.care ofM. D. McDougal,Rose, Wayne Co.,N
Noah Stowell, Syracuse, N. Y.
G. S. Severson, Campville, Broome Co., N. Y.
James Guyon Union " "
Orlando Murphy, Bi�ghamton, N. Y.
John H. Tooley, Aararat, Susquehanna Co., Pa.
James Rogers, Reeds Creek, Delaware, Co., N. Y.
Stephen Cronk, Lee Centre, Oneida Co., N. Y.
Philo Tower Lowen " "
G. W. Henry, Oneid�, Madison Co., N. Y.
John Barrett, Rose,Wayne Co., N. Y.
-- Graham, Lansingburg, N. Y.
George Edwards, South Gibson, Susquehanna Co., Pa,
J. Jones, 209 'Vest Twentieth street, NeW' York.
POST OFFICE ADDRESS OF MINISTERS.
D. 'V. Thurston, Syracuse, N. Y.
'V. Cooley, Cairo, Ills.
D. M. Sinclair. Saratoga, N. Y.
B. Winget, Liberty, Sullivan Co., N. Y.
W. J. @elby, Utica, N. Y.
M. N. Downing, Binghamton, N. Y.
N. Atkins, Brookfield, Madison Co., N. Y.
J. B. Stacy, Barnerville, Scoharie Co., N. Y.
J. Olney, Bushnells Basin, Monroe Co., N. Y.
D. A. Cargil, Rome. Oneida Co., N. Y.
W. Gould, Windsor, Broome Co., N. Y.
Z. Osborne, Seneca VaIJ�, N, Y.
M. D. McDougal, Rose Valley, 'VaYllc ce., N. Y.
J. W. Sawyer, Lindleytown, Steuben Co., N. Y.
J. Odell, Nelson Flats, Madison Co., N. Y.
W. Smith, Gibson, Steuben Co., N. Y.
S. H. Bronson, Uniondale, Susquehanna Co., Pa,





A MEETING was held on Saturday, June 22d, 1866, at the
Brick School house, Raisinville, Monroe Co., Michigan, for the
purpose of organizing a Michigan Annual Conference.
Rev. B. T. Roberts, General Superintendent, presided.
Meeting was opened by reading the Scriptures and prayer
by the President.
E. P. Hart was chosen Secretary.
--0--
DISCIPLINARY QUESTIONS.
1. What are the names of Preachers and Delegates having
seats in this Conference 1
Preachers-H. L. Jones, John Ellison, E. P. Hart, C. S.
Gitchell, Wm. Bishop, L. T. Frink .
.Delegates-Joseph Jones, John Plues, Jacob Ash, Hollo-
way Sawyer, Jacob Leisingring, Thomas Riley, -- Birkett.
2. Who are the stationing committee 1
B. T. Roberts, E. P. Hart, John Plues.
3. What preachers are admitted on trial 1
Wm. Riley, James Hiley, Samuel Riley, William Baker,
H. L. Ash, Russell Wilcox.
4. Who remain on trial 1
John Ellison, Samuel T. Frink, (from Illinois Conference.)
5. Who are admitted into full connection 1
H. L. Jones, C. S. Gitchell, W. D. Bishop, E. P. Hart,
(from Illinois Conference.)
6. Who have been elected and ordained deacons �
None.
7. Who have been elected and ordained Elders 1
None.
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B. Who are the superannuated or worn-out preachers 1
Not any.
9. Who have located this year 1
None.
10. Who have been expelled?
None.
11. Who have withdrawn?
None.
11. Are all. the preachers blameless ill life, etc. �
The character of each was passed after due examination.
13. Who have died this year?
None.
14. What is the number of church members?
No report.
15. Where are the Preachers stationed this year?
MICHIGAN DISTRICT-E. P. HART, Chairman.
Raisinville Circuit, WH. RILEY. One to be supplied.






L. F. FRINK, SAMUEL RILEY.
WH. BAKER.
WH. D. BISHOP.
JOHN ELLISON, JAMES RILEY.
A. L. ASH.
Indiana C. S. GITCHELL.
Van Buren R. WILCOX.
16. Where and when shall our next Conference be held 1
At Sherwood, Branch Co., Michigan; time to be fixed by
the President.
Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to request the Illinois
Conference to transfer the preachers, now laboring within bounds of
the Michigan work, to the Michigan Conference.
Rev. E. P. Hart, and Joseph Jones were elected to act on
the Executive Committee in behalf of this Conference.
--0--
Committees on Examination of Studies.
Preparatory course-B. T. Roberts.





THIS session of the Michigan Annual Conference of the
Free Methodist Church was held at Sherwood, Branch Co.,
Michigan, commencing at 10 o'clock A. M., Sept. 25, 1866.
Rev. Joseph Travis presided.
E. P. Hart was elected Secretary.
Conference was opened by singing, reading of the Scriptures,
and prayer by the President.
--0--
DISCIPLINARY QUESTIONS.
1. What are the names of preachers and delegates having
seats in this Conference ?
Preachers-H. L. Jones, John Ellison, E. P. Hart, C. S.
Gitchell, W. D. Bishop, L. T. Frink, James Riley, Wm.
Riley, Samuel Riley, H. L. Ash,Wm. Baker, Russell Wilcox.
Delegatus-Henry Frain, Walter McFarlin, Joseph Jones,
John Plues, Thomas Barton, Nathan Bates, John Rumsey,
J. Shingler, J'ehn Oswalt, Jacob Leislngring.
2. Who are the stationing committee?
Joseph Travis, E. P. Hart, John Plues.
3. What Preachers are admitted on trial?
Howland Furgeson.
4'1
4. Who remain on trial �
H. L. Ash, Russell Wilcox.
5. Who are admitted into full connection 1
John Ellison, Lemuel T. Frink.
6. Who have been elected and ordained' Deacons 1
L. T. Frink.
7. Who have been elected and ordained Elders 1
None.
S. Who have located this year 1
None.
9. Who are the Superannuated or worn out preachers 1
None.
10. Who have been expelled 1
None in full connexion in this Conference.
11. Who have withdrawn 1 z
None.
11. Are all the preachers blameless in life 'I
The character of the preachers were duly examined and,
passed.
13. Who have died this year I
None.
14. What is the number of church members 'I
Four hundred and eighty-two.
No collection reports.
Number of Sabbath Schools. Ten.
27. Where are the preachers stationed 1




















18. Where and when shall our next Conference be held.




Wltereas, the Sabbath School, under Divine direction, is ail ele­
ment of great moral power, moulding the minds of the young, and
thereby preparing the way for the more successful preaching of the
word of God, and the triumphs of the Redeemer's kingdom on earth.
Therefore,
Resolved, That we earnestly request the people to make a more
zealous and persevering effort for the establishing and maintaining
of Sabbath Schools among us.
2 That we discountenance that class of literature of a fictitious
character that is being introduced into Sabbath Schools at the pres­
ent day, and recommend that no books be used that are not true
in the facts related, as well as in the doctrines taught.
3. That 'We discountenance picnics, sociables, excursions and all
ELimilar disatpattons. WM. D. BISHOP, Chairman.
TRACTS.
The present age needs to be led into the way of truth. As com­
munity is being flooded with printed matter which tends to corrupt
the mind and thwart the design of the Almighty,_and as we are un­
able to visit and converse with the many, it is necessary that truth
have some means of reaching the people. Tracts have heen, and are
doing good, both in convicting sinners and leading them to Christ.
Therefore this medium demands our attention. As a means of
checking the tide of sin, tracts of awakening should be scattered
everywhere. That the church may be presented blameless to the
Father, tracts against the popular modes of sustaining the church
should be employed. And as no man can see the Lord without
holiness, tracts upon this great doctrine should visit every family.
We need productions, also, on -future Rewards and Punishments,
and against the doctrine of the annihilation of the wicked.
We also recommend our preachers to take up collections on their
respective circuits the coming year to procure such tracts as will
tend to counteract the sins of the present day.
C. S. GITCHELL, Chairman.
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STATE.OF THE WORK.
Your Committee beg leave to report the following: We feel
thankful to Almighty God for the establishing of his work in our
midst, and the rapid advancement with which it is spreading in
every direction. Also for the peace and unity that prevail through­
out the several societies. It is the opinion of your Committee that
the work among' us was never in so prosperous a condition as at
present. We believe the success with which we have been blessed
is largely attributable to the strictness adhered to, and the unbend­
ing integrity in sustaining God's truth.
Believing that we were thrust out to hold up the Bible standard
of religion, our motto is, "Holiness to the Lord." The faithful sus­
taining of this great doctrine, and the witnessing to the blood of
Christ cleansing from all unrighteousness, distinguish us mainly
from other churches. To maintain our position we must faithfully
discountenance, and bear testimony against sin in all its forms.
We utterly discard worldly conformity in spirit and practice-the
modern system of choir singing, picnics, excursions, theatrical per­
formances, and so-called religious lotteries, believing them to be con­
trary to the word of God, and detrimental to Christian experience.
Modern Spiritualism and Mormonism, together with the doctrine
of the sleep of the soul, the annihilation of the wicked, and the fix­
ing of the time of the second coming of Christ, we repudiate, and
counsel our people to have no fellowship with them whatever, but
pray the Father of Spirits to lead us by His unerring counsel into
all truth. C. S. GITCHELL, Chairman.
-.--0---
MISCELLANEOUS.
Resolved, that as a Conference we endorse the report of the
Committee on the state of the country as published in the
Minutes of the Illinois Conference of 1865.
E. P. Hart, and John Plues were elected delegates to the
General Conference.
Committee on publication ofminutes report $11.25.
Resolved, that if practicable, theMinutes of this Conference
be published in connection with the Minutes of the other
Conferences.
011 Thursday, Sept. 27th, Rev, Joseph Travis dedicated the
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new church, in which Conference was held, preaching a very
interesting and appropriate sermon ; after which the indebted.
ness, amounting to about $200, was provided for.
Bro. L. T. Frink, having been elected to Deacon's orders,
was ordained on Thursday by Rev. J. Travis, President.
--0--
1'ost Office Address of Preachers.
E. P. Hart, North Raisinville, Monroe County, Michigan.
C. S. Gitchell," " "
Wm. D. Bishop, Smithville, Wayne Co.
L. T. Frink, Lambertville, Monroe Co.
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THE GENERAL CONFERENCE of the Free Methodist Church
convened at Buffalo, on Wednesday, the 10th day of October,
1866. It remained there over Sunday, and then adjourned to
Albion. All the delegates were present. The Discipline was
revised, and many changes made, but none affecting the main
features of the Denomination. Favorable action was taken
towards establishing a weekly Denominational paper. Rev.
LEVI WOOD was elected editor, and authorized to commence
the publication of the paper as soon as five thousand dollars
were raised for the purpose. Rev. B. T. ROBERTS was re­
elected General Superintendent. The sessions were charac­
terized by harmony and fraternal feeling. At Buffalo the
Lord was pleased to pour out His Spirit, and several souls
were saved on the Sabbath.
The new Discipline will be ready in about foul' weeks. It
will be sold for 30 cts ..-and sent by mail. Orders for it
may be addressed to Rev, B. T. ROBE;RTS, Rochester, N. Y.
